
Fellowship Baptist Church, February 15, 2015—PM 

Message: “The Greater Gift, Love”-- I Corinthians 13:1-13 
 
INTRODUCTION:  I Cor. 13:13, the three enduring qualities of faith, hope, and charity.  
The greatest is charity (“greatest” means the superior one, also the most useful one).  In 
Colossians 3 we are told to put on charity above all else (Col. 3:14).  All that we do is to 
be done in love.  Love is not an emotion but it is an action based on principal.  It will 
endure all conflicts and it will out last time.  It is the greatest because it gives meaning 
to the other gifts (v. 1-3).  It is the greatest because of its actions (v. 4-7).  It is greatest 
because of its lasting qualities (v. 8-13). 
 
I.  The importance or the value of love.—v. 1-3 
 A.  It adds a quality to speech that makes it acceptable.—v. 1 
  1.  Oratory without love is just noise. 
  2.  “Sounding brass”—beating on metal;   

B.  Great knowledge and intellect without love is useless.—v.2 
 1.  Prophecy (prediction); mysteries (secrets); knowledge (education);   
       Faith (trust). 
 2.  These qualities add prestige and respect to man but without love  
       there value is lost.  
C.  Philanthropy without love is valueless.—v.3. (Great kindnesses unless       

       motivated by love do not profit.) 
 

II.  Love  defined.—v. 4-7 
 A.  Love is kind in the midst of suffering.  (Does not become bitter.) 
 B.  Love is humble. (The next three things go together.) 

 1.  “Envieth not”—to have feelings against; covet. 
 2.  “Vaunteth not “—boast, brag. 
 3.  “Puffed up”--pride, arrogant. 
C.  Love behaves appropriately.—v. 5 
 1.  The four things mentioned in v. 5 all have to do with selfishness. 
 2.  Love keeps self in the background. 
D.  Love is willing to suffer for others.—v.6-7 (Prov. 10:12; 17:9) 
 1.  It rejoices not in falsehood but truth. 
 2.  It gives other the benefit of the doubt. 

  3.  Love looks for the best in people rather than what’s wrong. 
  4.  Love endures hardship.   
III.  The enduring quality of love.—v.8-13 
 A.  All things come to an end but love.—v. 8-10 
 B.  The illustration of growing into adulthood.—v. 11 
 C.  Vision is dim now but one day it will be clear.—v. 12   
 
CONCLUSION:  Let us cultivate genuine love for one another.  Love is the gift that gives 
harmony in personal relationships. 


